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Welcome to Eden. You’ve been  
here before, I believe. What were 
your impressions? Is there more 
that Eden could be doing to help 
animals as opposed to plants?

The recent Last Chance to See 
series with Stephen Fry was a  
follow-up to the original series 
made with the late Douglas  
Adams some 20 years ago. Has 
the accelerating pace of climate 
change made a big difference  
since then? On the whole it’s  
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Mark will be talking to Friends on 9 July.

the plight of humans in the face 
of climate change rather than 
that of animals that gets most of 
the attention.

The most obvious difference 
between the new series and the 
original, apart from a different 
funny man, was that the  
original was on the radio.  

I couldn’t help thinking 
sometimes that all the extra 
stuff – establishing shots, 
sending the crew ahead to film 
your plane landing or your boat 
docking and so on – must be 
incredibly time-consuming and 
tedious. Is there a better way?
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You became an Internet 
sensation because the kakapo 
tried to mate with your head in 
Last Chance to See. Apart from 
3m hits on YouTube, and possibly 
the scars, have there been any 
lasting consequences of going 
viral?

There were a couple of times 
when I was watching the series 
when I worried that it was  
going to be our last chance to  
see Stephen Fry as well. Is he 
fitter than he looks?

You have devoted many years  
to publicising the threats to 
wildlife. One of the unintended 
consequences of this (and I’m  
not pointing the finger at you 
in particular!) is the massive 
increase in global ecotourism. 
In one of your BBC Wildlife 
columns you mentioned a 
lone nesting albatross in the 
Galapagos surrounded by no 
fewer than 3 tourist groups.  
This is clearly undesirable.  
What’s the solution?

You’ve got up close to animals in 
places and circumstances the rest 
of us can only dream of. Last 
Chance to See did a brilliant job of 
communicating your continuing 
joy and excitement at what you do 
see. Is there one encounter that 

means more to you than any  
other? Is there one encounter 
you’re still desperate to have?

Your new TV series is a behind- 
the-scenes look at the Natural 
History Museum. Can you tell  
us something about it? I imagine  
the staff contains creatures 

who are just as rare and exotic  
as anything we met on LCTS.

On a personal level, once we’ve 
watched the programmes, or 
listened to your lecture, what 
should we do?
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