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The ranges of white and black rhinos are reduced from their original
extents. White rhinos used to be found in the DRC and Chad, while the
western black rhino (from Cameroon) was declared extinct in 2011.
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a hunting licence goes back into
conservation. South Africa, she
argues, is a case apart, because
all of its wildlife is effectively
‘privatised’, unlike in other
African countries.
Telecky has other concerns,
too. “There is an ‘icky’ factor
about trophy hunting,” she said.
“Wealthy people appear to be able
to do whatever they want, and
now they’re going off and killing
one of the most endangered
animals on the planet. Where
is this going to stop? If you take
this argument to its extreme,
what about an orangutan?
What about a Siberian tiger?”
But for rhino conservationists,
these are not pressing issues.
“Some people do find it disgusting
that we support regulated trophy
hunting of rhinos,” said Cathy
Dean. “But while animal-rights
people want to save every animal,
we want to save the species. We
are confident in our position and
will defend it over and over again.”

we justify our exploitation
olphins should
of others? These might not
be seen as ‘nonbe easy questions to answer,
human persons’
but they’re important ones
with their own
to ask nevertheless.
rights according to the
Sadly India doesn’t have a
government of India, which
good record when it comes
backed up its statement by
to conservation: it should
declaring a nationwide ban
pay more attention to its
on keeping captive dolphins
own Endangered Ganges
for public entertainment.
river dolphin, for example.
This is not a new idea, but
But it does have a longit’s a good one. A Declaration
held culture of compassion
of Rights for Cetaceans
towards animals. As Gandhi
(whales, dolphins and
famously commented:
porpoises) was proposed by
“The greatness of a nation
the American Association
for the Advancement
of Science in 2012 – no
cetacean should be held
in captivity or servitude,
it says, and no cetacean
is the property of any
state, corporation,
group or individual.
Meanwhile the
Do cetaceans such as
Nonhuman Rights
dolphins deserve rights?
Project – which has Jane
Goodall on its board of
directors – is campaigning
for legal rights for species
other than our own, too.
No one is suggesting that
animals should have the
same rights as people (they
wouldn’t need healthcare
or education, for example),
but the idea is to give some
species the legal right to life
and liberty. It’s not much to
ask – it would merely require and its moral progress can
be judged by the way its
us to stop treating them
animals are treated.”
cruelly and killing them.
By that measure, I sadly
But should we stop at
think that our own nation,
whales and dolphins? How
under the wildlife-loathing
about chimps and gorillas –
leadership of David Cameron
where should we draw the
and Owen Paterson, can no
line? And if we give rights
longer be considered great.
to some animals, how do
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Animals don’t
need to have the
same rights as
people, just the
legal right to life
and liberty.”
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He cites the example of the
Naye-Naye Conservancy, which
in 2012 benefited to the tune
of $100,000 thanks to trophy
hunting. This money provides
local communities with an
incentive to protect rhinos.
Statistics support the argument
that trophy hunting has saved
rhinos. The countries in Africa
that permit it – Namibia and
South Africa – have the largest
populations by far. South Africa,
for example, has 93 per cent of
the world’s white rhinos, while the
two countries combined have 75
per cent of black ones (see map).
But Dr Teresa Telecky, director
of wildlife for the Humane
Society International, says that
the issue is more complex than
the statistics suggest.
‘Taking out’ old males is
messing with the gene pool, she
told BBC Wildlife, and akin to
domestication of a wild species,
while there is also no guarantee
that the money made from selling
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A dolphin’s right to life

