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WHAT’S
EATING
JOHN COE?
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CARWARDINE
WHY MADAGASCAR
SIMPLY NEEDS HELP

Well-known killer whale loses
a chunk out of his tail.

Britain’s best-known orca has
had a chunk taken out of his tail
– perhaps by a shark, according
to the Hebridean Whale &
Dolphin Trust.
Researchers working for the
trust took photos of the injured
orca, known as John Coe, in
2014, and say that the incident
may have taken place during a
feeding frenzy. “Whether this
will affect his ability to swim or
survive, we just don’t know,” a
spokesperson for the trust told
BBC Wildlife Magazine.
John Coe is believed to be
about 40 years old and is a

Tail of Coe: who
or what did this?

member of the UK’s only
resident group of killer whales.
He is easy to identify because, for
many years, he has had a notch
missing from his dorsal fin.

+ FIND OUT MORE
You can view the trust’s
catalogue of whales at www.
whaledolphintrust.co.uk

CLIMATE RISK FOR CHIMPS
The number of chimpanzees in Cameroon
and Nigeria in Central Africa could halve
over the next 70 years as they lose
habitat because of the impacts of
climate change, according to the
Wildlife Conservation Society. With
only an estimated 3,500–9,000
individuals in two distinct populations,
the chimpanzees here are regarded
as the subspecies most vulnerable to
extinction. One of the populations lives in
a savannah and woodland ‘mosaic’, said field
biologist Paul Sesink Clee of Philadelphia’s Drexel
University, and models predict that increased temperatures and
reduced precipitation will result in the loss of the forest patches
that the chimpanzees depend on for their food. James Fair

CONSERVATION FAILURE
The world’s governments are on
course to fall short of their own targets
for protecting nature, says BirdLife
International. They have committed
to protect at least 17 per cent of their
land and 10 per cent of their marine
environments for wildlife by 2020,
but they are currently only managing
14.6 and 2.8 per cent respectively.
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W

hy aren’t we
all losing
sleep over
Madagascar? It is stuffed
full of endangered wildlife
– lemurs, tenrecs and
fanalokas (carnivores
related to fosas) among
them – and is under threat
like never before. But it
might as well be nothing
more than the name of a
Hollywood movie for all
the attention it receives.
I think at least part
of the reason is
complexity. Most
people probably
couldn’t point
to Madagascar
on a map, let
alone explain the
intricacies of its
environmental
problems.
When it comes
to conservation,
we seem to like simplicity.
It is much easier to raise
money to rescue a sadlooking rhino from a
dilapidated zoo in Tenerife
than to raise money to
help rhino conservation
in Africa. Rescuing one
unfortunate rhino is an
easy concept that has a
beginning, a middle and
(most importantly) an end.
Protecting wild rhinos
in Africa, on the other
hand, is convoluted and
seemingly endless.
And yet it’s still easier
to galvanise the world
into action over wild
rhinos than it is over an

otherworldly island that
occupies a murky corner
in most people’s minds.
Nevertheless, the
island should be one of
the highest conservation
priorities on Earth. Virtually
all of the wildlife living
there exists nowhere else –
Madagascar has nearly 200
endemic mammals; more
than 1,000 endemic birds,
reptiles and amphibians;
and a dizzying 11,000
endemic plants.

MORE THAN
90 PER CENT OF
MADAGASCAR’S
ORIGINAL FOREST
COVER HAS
GONE ALREADY.
Undeniably it has been
top of many people’s
‘worry list’ for a very long
time, and there have
been some remarkable
conservation successes.
But more than 90 per
cent of Madagascar’s
original forest cover has
gone already, and its
endangered wildlife is
clinging to an increasingly
precarious existence in
the rapidly disappearing
fragments that are left.
Complicated or not,
how bad does the situation
have to become before the
rest of the world sits up
and takes notice?

Mark Carwardine is a zoologist, photographer, writer,
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