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GIANT STEPS
Giant tortoises on Española in the 
Galápagos have made a miraculous 
recovery, thanks to five decades of 
conservation work. New research 
shows that from a low of just 
15 individuals, a total of 1,500 
individuals have been released onto 
the island since 1973, and more than 
half of these are still alive.

CLIMATE’S ROLE IN 
DECLINE OF WALL

FROM BRITTANY TO 
THE SOUND OF MULL

AGENDA NEWS

Bottlenose dolphin called Clet 
reveals his nomadic streak.

A solitary bottlenose dolphin 
first identified in France from 
his distinctive dorsal fin has now 
appeared off the west coast of 
Scotland after travelling there via 
South-west England, Wales and 
the west coast of Ireland.

Known as Clet, his unique 
fin makes him easy to identify. 
“Bottlenose dolphins are largely 
resident to specific areas and 

Researchers in Belgium have identified 
reasons for a slump in wall butterfly 
populations that may also explain UK declines. 
They suggest warming climates encourage 
the species to produce a third generation 
late in the season. “While this may seem like 
a good thing, it is a risky strategy; there isn’t enough time for these 
autumn butterflies to produce offspring before winter. So, the more 
third generation butterflies that are produced, the greater the drain 
on the wall’s population,” said Butterfly Conservation’s Richard Fox.

travel in groups, so this solitary 
dolphin travelling such vast 
distances is quite unusual,” said 
Kerry Froud from the Hebridean 
Whale and Dolphin Trust. “But 
this shows we cannot just protect 
one area when these animals can 
range so far and wide.”

Do you think 
government 
ministers actually 

understand the value of 
science? How can they, 
when they ignore scientific 
advice time and again as if 
it’s an optional extra?

The latest example is the 
UK’s fisheries minister 
George Eustice, who took 
credit for negotiating 
“a triumph for Britain’s 
dwindling fishing fleets” at 
recent fisheries meetings 
in Brussels.

What 
he actually 
negotiated was 
another nail in the 
coffin for Britain’s 
dwindling fish 
stocks. The 
scientists advised 
him to maintain 
or reduce fishing 
quotas – on the 
basis there are too many 
European boats chasing 
too few fish – yet he did 
precisely the opposite.

The advice on cod, for 
example, was to cut quotas 
by 20 per cent. So what did 
Eustice and his colleagues 
do? They increased them 
by 5 per cent.

Fisheries ministers 
seem to view scientists 
with suspicion and 
annoyance, and since 
they don’t have the guts 
to stand up to Europe’s 
over-subsidised and over-
sized fishing industry, 
they flout pretty much 
every shred of advice they 

are given. In recent years, 
they have ignored it in 
roughly 9 out of every 10 
of their decisions.

Science is there to help 
ministers make informed 
decisions – which seems 
quite important, given 
that they invariably know 
next to nothing about 
the subject themselves. 
Without science, there will 
be no proper regulations; 
without proper regulations, 
there will be no fish; and 

without fish, there will be 
no fishing. It’s not hard.

A quote from the new 
European environment 
commissioner, Karmenu 
Vella, says it all. After the 
recent Brussels meetings, 
he admitted that many of 
the decisions on quotas 
were contrary to scientific 
advice: “We have worked 
with [ministers] to ensure 
that where we do not 
follow science, member 
states take the necessary 
decisions to avoid a disaster 
happening later,” he said. 
What on Earth is he talking 
about? Is he planning to 
wave a magic wand?

GOVERNMENT 
MINISTERS IGNORE 
SCIENTIFIC ADVICE 
TIME AND AGAIN 
AS IF IT’S AN 
OPTIONAL EXTRA.

Mark Carwardine is a zoologist, photographer, writer, 
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FLOUT THE SCIENCE
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+ TAKE ACTION
Volunteer for the Hebridean 
Whale & Dolphin Trust: www.
whaledolphintrust.co.uk

83%
The decrease in wall 
butterfly numbers in 
England and Wales 
since 1976. The decline 
has been greatest in 
inland southern sites.
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Clet’s highly distinctive 

dorsal fin makes him 
easy to identify.




