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How can we best
protect the areas
where basking
sharks breed?

MARINE MEGAFAUNA
NEEDS HOTSPOTS
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Whales, dolphins and basking
sharks need extra protection.

Conservationists have called on
the Government to protect 17
‘megafauna hotspots’ in English
and Welsh waters for whales,
dolphins and basking sharks.
The Wildlife Trusts acknowledge
that the Government has gone
some way by creating Marine
Protected Areas (MPAs), but say
these are not enough – they only
protect wildlife on the seabed,
and more must done to safeguard

open-water areas where cetaceans
and basking sharks feed, breed
and socialise.
Many of the hotspots are off the
south and west coasts of Wales,
with a smaller proportion in the
English Channel and the North
Sea, including some 60km off
the Northumberland coast.

+ FIND OUT MORE

You can download a copy of
The Wildlife Trusts’ report:
http://bit.ly/1tlZJU9

WILDCAT SURVIVAL:
KEY AREAS NAMED
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Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) has
The number of years
identified six regions that are vital for the
since a Scottish wildcat
survival of the Scottish wildcat. The six
with no domestic cat
areas are: the Angus Glens (south of the
genetic markers has
Cairngorms), Strathspey (in the north of the
been identified.
Cairngorms), Morvern (west coast, opposite
Mull), Strathavon (in the north of the Cairngorms), Strathbogie
(north Aberdeenshire) and Strathpeffer (north of Inverness). But
SNH warned that none of these are free of domestic–wildcat cross
animals, which means more must be done to tackle hybridisation.

POLAR PROPOSAL
Polar bear range states must coordinate measures to protect the
species under a proposal taken up
by the Convention on Migratory
Species (CMS) in November. Other
species that will benefit from better
protection include Cuvier’s beaked
whales, hammerhead sharks, manta rays,
European rollers and European eels.
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I

t doesn’t take a rocket
scientist to see the
hidden agenda behind
Sir Ian Botham’s recent
scathing attack on the
RSPB. I could hit every
one of his ill-informed
arguments for six, but
there would be no point.
His ‘You Forgot The
Birds’ campaign has
nothing whatsoever to do
with caring for birds. It is
all about hunting.
Botham is heavily into
field sports and
already has form
on fronting
anti-conservation
campaigns: he
attacked plans
to reintroduce
beavers to
Scotland, for
example, over
fears that it would
ruin his salmon
fishing. Meanwhile, his
main collaborator, Martyn
Howat, is a former chair of
the British Association for
Shooting & Conservation.
Surprise, surprise, they
don’t like the RSPB. More
specifically, they’re peeved
about its increasingly
strong position on certain
field sports. So they rant
about too much money
being spent on lobbying,
research and education (as
if these aren’t conservation)
and anything else they
can think of to slur the
organisation. If anything
is a waste of charity
money, it’s forcing this

conservation great to
defend itself against such
utter nonsense.
The real issue is driven
grouse shooting. In an
effort to create artificially
high densities of red grouse
– ready to be flushed
past lines of shooters –
some people are illegally
persecuting hen harriers
and other protected birds
of prey, in some cases
nearly to extinction.
The RSPB has been

BOTHAM’S
CAMPAIGN HAS
NOTHING TO DO
WITH CARING FOR
BIRDS. IT IS ALL
ABOUT HUNTING.
trying to work with more
responsible members of
the hunting community to
establish a robust licensing
system and tighter
regulation. But the driven
grouse shooting industry
has no desire to change,
so its advocates take cheap
shots at one of its main
critics to deflect attention.
If anything, the RSPB is
being too generous. Driven
grouse shooting doesn’t
only result in the killing
of endangered species –
though with a little luck,
Botham and his cohorts
will have unwittingly
hastened its own demise.

Mark Carwardine is a zoologist, photographer, writer,
conservationist and BBC TV presenter.
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