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HIGH-SPEED HOPE
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END IN SIGHT FOR
BEAR-BILE FARMS?

Rail idyll: The Wildlife
Trusts’ vision for making
HS2 wildlife-friendly.

Conservation group has called
for habitat creation alongside
High Speed Rail scheme.

Conservationists have called on
the Government to create new
wild areas, green bridges and
cycle ways along the route of
HS2 to mitigate against the loss
of ancient woodlands and other
wildlife habitats.
With the railway being given
the go-ahead by MPs in April,
The Wildlife Trusts has suggested
that 1 per cent of the £42bn HS2

budget be ring-fenced to develop
a 1km ribbon of woodlands,
meadows and wetlands on either
side of the line.
“We hope that the Government
will rise to the challenge and
aim for an ambitious mitigation
scheme,” said The Wildlife Trusts’
Paul Wilkinson.

+ TAKE ACTION

Read the report and find out
how to lobby your MP at
www.wildlifetrusts.org/hs2

BEHAVIOUR SEEN
FOR THE FIRST TIME
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Scientists have filmed a marmoset showing
The number of days
compassion for another adult who is dying
a female chimpanzee
was observed to carry
– behaviour, they say, that has never been
her dead infant in
seen in a monkey before, and is rarely
Guinea in 2003.
observed in any species other than humans
and chimpanzees. The incident took place in Brazil, and involved
a male marmoset tending to his female partner. The two had been
together for three years, the researchers report in the journal
Primates, and this may have contributed to his unusual behaviour.

GREY SIGHTINGS
Grey squirrels and frogs are the species
– other than birds – most often seen
in people’s gardens, according to the
500,000 people who took part in the
RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch this year.
Nearly 75 per cent of householders
regularly see greys, and almost 50 per
cent a frog, but less than 30 per cent
see a hedgehog once a month.
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t’s hard to believe, I
know, but there’s some
good news to report
from China.
Animals Asia has just
announced the biggest
bear rescue ever attempted
anywhere in the world.
It will be working with
a state farmer who has
decided to stop the
barbaric practice of
keeping live bears to
extract their bile.
He could have sold
his 130 animals
to another bile
farm, and made
a lot of money in
the process, but
instead he has
agreed to turn
his farm into
an enormous
rescue centre.
His staff will
work alongside
Animals Asia and they will
learn how to care for the
bears properly.
It’s estimated that
there could be more than
10,000 bears (mainly
Asiatic black – or moon
– bears, but also sun and
brown bears) in about 100
farms in China alone, and
there are thousands more
elsewhere in Asia.
They are kept in tiny
‘crush cages’, in which they
can barely move, and are
milked once or twice a day.
A permanent hole is drilled
into their abdomens and
gall bladders, then metal
tubes are inserted so that

the bile flows out drip by
drip. It is used in traditional
Chinese medicine.
Rescuing 130 bears
doesn’t solve the wider
problem, of course – and,
at an estimated cost of
$5m, it won’t come cheap.
But this could be the
start of something big.
This dreadful practice is
increasingly unpopular
in China (Animals Asia
statistics show that 87 per
cent of Chinese people

ANIMALS ASIA
REPORTS THAT
87 PER CENT OF
CHINESE PEOPLE
ARE AGAINST
BEAR FARMING.
are against bear farming)
and the hope is that it
will set a precedent that
could finally end bearbile farming.
So maybe there is
hope. If the Chinese can
turn their backs on bear
bile, maybe they can
stop drinking tiger-bone
wine, eating shark-fin
soup, carving elephant
ivory, taking rhino-horn
medicine and generally
being by far the main
consumers of wildlife on
the planet. Ultimately, the
future of all these species
– and many more – is in
their hands.

Mark Carwardine is a zoologist, photographer, writer,
conservationist and BBC TV presenter.
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