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world’s whales
breathe easier
Will the referendum end
bird hunting in Malta?

BBC presenter heads to Malta
to draw attention to hunt.

Wildlife TV presenter Chris
Packham is urging the EC to
take action against the Maltese
government over the annual
slaughter of migratory birds.
On his website Packham
has lambasted both Maltese
and European authorities and
conservationists for failing to
address the issue. In April he
posted a series of self-funded
reports from Malta on the web.

“It’s an attempt to bring this
forgotten issue to wider public
attention and offer a couple
of ways that viewers can do
something to effect change,”
he said. The Maltese people are
due to vote in a referendum in
the next 12 months on whether
to ban the spring hunt of quail
and turtle doves.

+ find out more

Follow links to Chris’ reports:
www.chrispackham.co.uk

no roll-out for
badger culling

13

Scientists have welcomed the news that
The number of minutes
Defra will not extend badger culling to other one badger monitored
by observers took to
areas after the pilot culls in Somerset and
die, according to a
Gloucestershire failed on both the issues of panel of experts.
humaneness and efficacy. But Lord Krebs,
who set up the original badger-culling trials of the late 1990s, also
said: “The time has come to abandon badger culling [entirely], and
concentrate on other options such as improved biosecurity, which
may well yield quicker benefits at less cost.”

LOGGERHEAD hide-out
Baby loggerhead turtles that hatch
in Florida on the east coast of the
USA have been found to mature in
the Sargasso Sea before carrying
on to the Azores. This area of
the North Atlantic has abundant
sargassum weeds which provide excellent
habitat for other marine species too,
including European eels.
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n historic ruling
handed down by
the UN’s highest
court has laid to rest the
ludicrous myth that Japan
has been hunting whales
for scientific research.
The rest of us have always
known that scientific
whaling is a blatant lie –
a thinly veiled cover for
commercial whaling – but
now, at last, it’s official.
By a vote of 12–4,
the panel of judges at
the International
Court of Justice
(ICJ) ordered
Japan to cease its
scientific whaling
programme in
the Southern
Ocean Sanctuary,
with immediate
effect.
Thanks to
the Australian
government, which began
legal proceedings in
June 2010, the Japanese
can no longer sidestep
the worldwide ban on
commercial whaling or
make a mockery of the
Antarctic whale sanctuary.
So what happens now?
In the short term, Japan
has confirmed that it will
accept the verdict (and,
fortunately, the court’s
judgments cannot be
appealed). But in the
longer term, it’s hard to
predict what will happen.
Japan may try to
carry on whaling in the
Southern Ocean through

another loophole or under
a different name outside
of the UN’s ruling. I think
that this is unlikely, unless
the country leaves the
International Whaling
Commission (IWC).
But anything is possible
given the government’s
notoriously underhand
tactics at the IWC.
But the new ruling
does not mean an end to
all whaling. Apart from
Norway and Iceland

the japanese
can no longer
sidestep the
worldwide ban
on commercial
whaling.
(which hunt whales
commercially in the North
Atlantic) Japan takes
a significant number
of whales in the North
Pacific, also under the
guise of scientific whaling.
It is possible that the
Australian government
could take similar legal
action against this activity,
and it’s also possible that
the ICJ would reach a
similar conclusion.
But whatever happens,
this ruling is huge. For the
first time in years, I think
that we can feel cautiously
optimistic about the future
of the world’s whales.

Mark Carwardine is a zoologist, photographer, writer,
conservationist and BBC TV presenter.
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